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HARLEM FOUR'S
LIVES STILL PENDING

ATTORNEY CONRAD LYNN DESCRIBES LEGAL TRICKS

- K
-

USED TO ILLEGALLY HOLD BROTHERS FOR 8 YEARS.

" The mothers of the Harlem Four have struggled for eight long years lo secure
their sons’ releases from prison. The decision from the March 8th hearing will
reveal whether or not they will have to wail longer.

Refusing to stand by and watch
the intended massacre of innocent
Black youths take place, on April
17, 1964, sixyoung Black men(Wal-
ter Thomas, Wallace Baker, Daniel
Hamm, Robert Rice, William Craig
and Ronald Felder) stood between
one hundred school children and
hundreds of armed police in Har-
lem, New York, This incident, which
became known as the “‘Little Fruit
Stand Riot'', started when some of
a group of children on their way
home from school knocked over a
racist’s fruit stand in passing, The
racist naturally called the police,
who quickly arrived on the scene,
armed with their over-kill wea-
pons. Because they stood in de-
fense of the children, these B8ix
brothers were themselves brutally
beaten, and subsequently singled
out for intensive daily harassment
by the pigs. A few short weeks
later, a white second-hand clothier,
a Mrs, Margaret Sugar, was killed,
Because of this, the local power

srructure saw its opportunity to

really punish the brothers for their

““impudent’® act of defending the
victimized, and possibly dispel any
such thoughts of further defiance
from recurring, Althoughthe death
of Mrs, Sugar had nothing at all
to do with the so-called *‘‘Little
Fruit Stand Riot"’, the reactionary
news media quickly tied in these
two separate incidents, creating a
typical frenzied atmosphere, say-
ing that ‘‘Black cop killers’’ had
struck another victim, The six bro-
thers were immediately arrested
and indicted for murder., After a
speedy trial, the brothers received
a hung jury. (Eventually Robert
Rice and Daniel Hamm were
severed from the case,) By the
time of the third hung jury (in
January of this year), the remain-
ing defendants had come to be
known as the Harlem Four,

The Harlem Four suffered brutal
beatings by the pigs, and endured
a vicious propaganda campaign by
the press, designed for character
assassination, which even confused
and divided the Harlem Black com-

munity. With all of this, hardly
anyone in the legal field came for-
ward to handle their defense, The
local power structure and the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office had taken
full advantage of the circumstances,
carefully selecting court appointed
attorneys to help railroad the bro-
thers to prison. When the question
arose as to the Harlem Four's
right to legal counsel of their own

choosing, fascist Judge Culkin had
the audacity to remark, ‘‘These
boys wouldn’t know a good lawyer
from a watermelon,”’

Sometime  after their arrest,
someone recommended an attorney
to the six defendants’ mothers,
who had been frantically working

ro secure funds and attornevs for'
their sons’ defense, His name wWas"
Conrad Lynn., They went to see

Brother Lynn. Without hesitation,

he took the case. He was unaffec-

ted by the vicious, race-baiting

and slanderous propaganda the

press had stirred up, He stepped

into the case ready to fight, A

long time Civil Rights Attorney,

Lynn also persuaded three other

attorneys (Edward Leopold, Lewis

Steel and William Kunstler, who

had defended Reverend Martin Lu-

ther King) to énter the case,

As the lone Black attorney in
the case, Brother Lynn had to also
fight against the racism that the
court displayed toward him, &8
well as his clients, Whenever the
attorneys attempted to visit their
clients, they were all naturally
harassed and had to constantly
endure visiting delays, However,
on one occasion, when Brother
Lynn went to see his client, Wil=
liam Craig, at the Manhattan Men's
House of Detention, the racist po=
lice there would not even accepl
or acknowledge his credentials as
a licensed attorney, His wife and
his co-counsel had to come to the
jail and vouch for him before he
was allowed to visit,

Now, after eight years, three
trials and three hung juries, &

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7



BLACK BUSIHESSW{!MAN

In the oppressed Black community
of Baltimore, Maryland, the blatant
refusal of the administrators and
corrupt agents of this city and stare
to show concern for the survival of
Black people is a common spectacle
which is tied up inextricably with
and certainly does not fall short of
the oppression suffered throughout
America, The disregardfor thelaws
and agreements that the Baltimore
power structure itselfhas enacted, to
protect itself from the people and to
deepen our misery, has continued
rampantly unchecked, Sister Dorothv
L. Peroti, of 217 East North Avenue,
is another unwilling victim of Mary-
land’s particular repression,

Mrs, Peroti, who is a self-em-
ployed businesswoman, operating a
small variety store rightinher place
of residence, is one woman who real-
izes that some of us are more vic-
timized by this system than others,
Even though Mrs, Feroti has been
able to provide some of the basicne-
cessities she and her family need to
survive, she has not been neglectful
of those who have been totally dis-

placed by rechnology, who have been
locked outside the economic domain

of this system and have no adequate
means by which they can survive,
Mrs., Peroti has opened the meager
facilities of her home and business
to the unemployable Brothers and
Sisters on the streets of Baltimore,

whom the fascists have left there
to virtually die and starve to death

in the gutters and alley-ways.

Countless times, Sister Peroti has
demonstrated an unselfish love for
her people, providing them with food

and shelter whenever she could, Due
to her awareness of the many forms

of the violence perpetrated against
Black and poor people, and because
she will notadhereto the selfish ideas

= of corporate business, she has ex-
~ perienced six years of brazen inti-

midation, harassment and brutality at

~ the hands of racists.

On January 11, 1972, for example,
Sister Peroti was at her home and
business, A little white girl, who had
been sent home sick by school of-

ficials, found that she couldn't get
into her own home. No one was at

home, She went to Mrs, Peroti’s,
where she knew, as did everyone, she
muld receive help, While there, she
began feeling worse, and asked Mrs,
Peroti to take her to the hospital,
~ Not being able to leave, Mrs. Peroti
~ called the Baltimore Police Depart-

"'mam: for assistance. Two of these

1

I.

fascists eventually arrived and
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A “GOOD SAMARITAN™ IS
BAD FOR BUSINESS
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SISTER DOROTHY PEROTI has been falsely charged with arson, bfutaﬁji
beaten and robbed by Baltimore racists because she opened her home and
.....business lo anyone in need.
refused to take the child to the hns-
pital, Tnstead, these fascists told Mrs.

Peroti, '‘Take the child yourself'’,
which she was unable to do, When
she explained this to them again, and
asked them to do it (as it is one of
their responsibilities to do so, as
““public servants™), Mrs, Peroti was

surprised to find them respond to
her by arresting her and booking her
on the absurdly strange charge of
“‘directing traffic’’ . She, in fact, had
to go to court on this preposterous
charge, and ended up having to pay

a $25.00 fine,

. Perori rried to live with this
horrible chain of events, but found
that she soon had to appear in court
on anotner absurd charge. She had
been instructed by her attorney not
to say anything at all in response
to the ‘‘directing traffic’® charges,
gsince none of it had made any sense
at all, When she had appeared in
court, the Judge, Mclean, ordered
her to leave the court, because she
was refusing to speak, When she com-
plied with his order and left the court-
room, the judge then issued a bench
warrant for her arrest, which was
quickly carried out in the halls of
the court building. Several, husky,
fascist police, who had been stationed
out in the hall, quickly converged on

‘Mrs. Peroti and brutally beat her,

After she was literally dragged back.

into the courtroom, the judge fined
her another $100.00. As a result of
this beating, Mrs, Perotirequired
medical treatment at Union Memorial
Hospital, causing another drain on
her dwindling funds, which she has
been so0 willing to share with others,

The fascists of the Baltimore judi-

UNI]ER FIRE FUR HElPINE FELI.I]W VIBTIMS
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cial system and the reactionary busi-
ness association, which has long been

harassing Mrs, Peroti, are well
aware of the insult and injury she

has suffered at their hands, in her
simple attempts to survive and help
others survive,

The incidents recounted here are
only a minute record of the a-

trocities committed against Sister
Peroti by Baltimore racists and fas-
cists, She has also been, at various
times, falsely charged with arson, re-
fused medical care in jail, and even
robbed by police-paid hirelings. The
power structure is determined to
snatch all means of survival that Mrs,
Peroti has so far obtained and shared
with anyone in need., As Mrs, Peroti
says, if she has committed any crime
at all, ‘‘it’'s waiting on my custo-
mers’’,

More than six years of undue per-
secution and close to $10,000 in medi-
cal and legal fees have been Mrs,
Peroti’s reward for trying to exist
in a brigandish system that only in-
tends to further humiliate and exploit
her. Every ‘‘business law'’ has been
twisted, every harassment tactic im-
aginable employed to deny her the
right to survive as she chooses, And
now, the racist Baltimore business
association is attempting to close her
store, because she ‘‘houses and feeds
loafers and winos’’, Sister Perotihas
not given in, refuses to give in, She
will not suffer quietly, She says,
“*1f the laws don’t protect, if the police
won't respect, then there I?l.lﬂt be
some changes!™

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE
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N BALTIMORE

STATE MOVES TO DISARM

EVERYONE BUT THE PIGS.

In Baltimore, as in any other metro-
politan area, many Blacks are forced
to use methods to survive which the
reactionary system defines as illegal,
The causes, such as the wretched liv-
ing conditions, lack of food, negligent
medical care (if any is given at all)
are never mentioned, Instead, we are
constantly deluged with statements

and warped statistics such as ‘‘Blacks
commit the most crimes,’ and
‘““Blacks have mast of the illegal

guns,'’ lies which are even echoed
by some misguided elements in the
Black community,

Recently, the fascist Maryland hier-
archy decided something had to be

done about the ‘‘slaughter’’ ir the
streets, It had to be stopped. ([t was
naturally never mentioned that the
Baltimore police department is re-
sponsible for most of the slaughtering, )
The alleged deterrent thatthe fascists
have come up with is a gun control
bill, proposed by racist Maryland
Governor Marvin Mandel, The bill
would prohibit the carrying or trans-
porting of handguns by anyone, except
by persons licensed by the state
police, However, under this new bill,
gun permits would not be necessary
in order to have a handgun i your
business or home, or if you have a
‘‘sporting’’ use for such weapons,
Of course, it's obvious that members
of an oppressed community like the
Baltimore Black community won't be
issued too many permits, and that
the racists (‘‘sportsmen’’, capitalist
businessmen,

Primarily, the bill provides for
gun control through the extensive use
of the ‘‘stop and frisk’’ procedure,
which has historically been used by
the fascists almost exclusively in the

Black community, The bill really boils

etc,) won’t need one,

Pig puns aven'l the baddest guns, even when the State of Maryland tries to make =
theirs the only guns, thvough new gun-conirol laws:**When the people are ready to"
pick up the gun, sevious business will happen,'’ i

down to just another measure on the
part of the State to control Black
people. In -view of the racist inten-
rions of the bill, some state repre-
sentatives have suggested just apply-
ing the bill to Baltimore (where the
majority of Maryland’s Black popula-
tion is concentrated), instead of to
the entire state, which would exempt
the rural and nearby lily-white areas,
entirely, In other words, this bill
would make the policeman’s arbitrary
decision to ‘‘stop and frisk’’ a suspec-
ted gun-toter a matter of law, Little
difference does that really make, for
in the past when suchprocedures were
not legal, the police have not been too
concerned about law, a fact to which
the many brutal murders and beatings
of Black people in Baltimore by these

= o s AT .

fascists attest,

Large segmentsof the Blackcom-
munity have vigorously denounced the
anti-Black, gun control bill, On Janu-
ary 20, 1972, at the Calvert Educa-
tional Center, members of the Black

community gathered to address them= =

selves to the impending increase in
repression and harassment, The

meeting was called by the community
and attended by many of the strate’s
Black representatives., Among those .
present were Maryland State Senators

Clarence M. Mitchell and Clarence W.

Blount, Maryland House of Delegates

Member Kenny Webster, and Bal=
timore State's Attorney Milton Bi

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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A BLOOD-STAINED BANNER IN “NEW VIRGINNY™

In Danville, Virginia, fine, Southern
white Virginia gentlemen are
generally never so crude or crass
as to indulge in personally dirtying
themselves with a “‘nigger’'s’’ blood.
They don't have to. As any Virginia
racist will tell you, they have the
police to carry out their murderous
schemes, acting in the desired man-
ner.

On Saturday night, February 12th,
a 53-year old Black father returned
to his home on Lovelace Drive (in
Danville, Virginia), to be severely
and brutally beaten by police before
he even got to the door, This sur-
prise raid came upon Brother Hurley
Fitzgerald as the result of a racist’s
report to his police protectors that
the Brother had hit his car a few
minutes before, While sitting in the
patrol car,attempting to tell thetruth,
that white racist Jesse Wyartt had il-
legally passed him, causing the sides
of both cars to scrape, Brother Fitz-
gerald was knocked unconscious with
a nightstick by one of the three
policemen present,

He was then pulled our of the car
and beaten unmercifully by all three

policemen, until he was covered with

where a fourth officer

the hospital,
joined the assault upon Mr, Fitz-
gerald, saying, ‘"You're the one who
has been fighting policemen, ain’t

you?’" Later, he was thrown into a
jail cell and charged with ‘*assault’™
upon Danville Police Officers Snow

and Brooks, ‘‘drunken driving'’ and

was released on bond that night,

Four days later, the same racist,
Jesse Wyatt, swore out a false
warrant against Mr, Fitzgerald,
charging that Brother Fitzgerald had
threatened him with a knife and hit
him in the mouth with his fist, These
later charges were made by Wyatt in
conjunction with a promise to Dan-
ville police that he would help them
cover up the policemen’s brutal at-
tack on Brother Fitzgerald, four days
before, and to inwvalidate the pro-
testing against this blatant case of
police brutality by Lovelace Driv-
Community members, who had wit-
nessed the beating,

The Black Community of Danville,
Virginia is rallying to Brother Fitz-

gerald's defense, They are demanding
that Snow and Brooks, the two known
assailants, be fired, Plans have been

made o sue those same officers.
We must unite with Brother Fitz-

gerald and the Lovelace Drive com-
munity of Danville, for together we
can not only preventthe ““legal lynch-
ing’' that's in store for him when he
appears in court on March 17th, but
we will be saving ourselves,

ALL POWER TO THE PEOFLE

e 1" .‘ I*

blood. He was arrested and taken to “‘failure to report an accident’’, He
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DAVID INDICTED AGAIN!

On March 2, 1972, the U.S. govern-
ment and its federal agents revealed
another phase of the ruling circle's
plan to keep David Hilliavd, Chief of
Staff of the Black Panther Party, in
prison for the rest of his life. The
last occasion involving the Federal
government was the false charge
leveled against David Hilliard for
threatening the life of U.S. president
Richard Nixon (in 1969). When these
blatantly false charvges weve shounlo
be too flimsy for use in their pre-
tlanned railroad, they were dropped.

On March 2nd (of this yeav), the
Federal government handed downa
three-count  indictment, chavging
David with perjury, or “giving false
informaiion under oath’ in a court
of law. The charges stem from a
hearing that was held in January,
1971, which was to determine whether
or not David was entitled lo the rights
allegedly granted poor and oppressed
people by the U.S5. Conslitulion.

According to federal law, a poor
person on trial must be provided by

= - i ..----:-__" .- i 1 [ :
skl 2 Sl ] N -
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scist prosecutors and the judges
{f'ied to I?nfET that David wmﬂd ec _
to get the money from the Black Fan-
ther Party, particularly to j}ﬂjf or
his trial transcripts. David explained
theve that all monies for speeches,
etc. that came to him directly, in
3 fact, were twmed over to the. ..%;:'-{:
? and were not for his per 1:»:.::&1 ise,
Al that time, therefore, the fascists
\ genevously allowed him $150. for the
cost of one sel of court tr___
cripts. =9

-

o o o, e o o

The federal fascists have .”._- y
decided, overoneyear later, andafter
the case ilself has been dismissed,
that David accepted such*‘aid’’, when
in fact he had access to Party funds
and could have paid the $150, for the
tvanscyibts., They know (as Davidtold
them) that all funds from speacﬁﬁ:g!‘j
etc. go to the Party Survival Pro- =
grams for the people, and not tn-ﬁ;-—-
dividual Party members, However, =
they are claiming that such is -:-.r_
the case, that David lied tume,m_;“

Again David Hilliard must face a
court on false charges: and, again he ;
is the target of the State, as they =
employ another tactic, another device
to insure that he never gets out of
their prisons,

ALL POWER TO THE FEOPLE
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the government a legal counsel ofhis
choice, investigators, exbert wil-
nesses, trial lranscripls, and any-
thing else essential to that person’s
legal defense. In order to secure these
rights, the State holds a hearing to
determine whether or not a person
is “eligible’’, or sufficiently poor
enough to be unable to pay such ex-
penses.

When David Hilliard went through
these particular proceedings, inl97l,
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55.95 now at your bookslons
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Let this be his epitaph.

George
Jackson

(author of Soledad Brother) ;

This angry, passionate, cloquent book — which takes up where Soledad Brother left
oft—was completed only days before George Jackson was shot to death at San Quentin
prison during an alleged escape attempt last August,

George Jackson spent the last eleven years of his life behind prison walls, seven of
them in solitary confinement. During that time he developed a radical world view, a
deep understanding of politics and history in relation to social chanee. as well as a re-
markable voice as a writer. Blood in My Eve speaks l"'l-iI to the |'.I'£‘.lth”‘.ll'. the black, the
jailed, the disenfranchised throughout the world, Born of a spirit that refused to be

crushed, yet hlled with a prophetic sense of his own impending doom, this powerful

1 -
. . B & -
book from prison presents Leorge Jackson's WInine

vision of the world that .could

be—a world reshisped by “'lolal revolutionary war.” )

George Jackson lived and died for the revolution. Blood in My Eye explains why. J r
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ANGELA DAVIS,
A BLACK WOMAN IN
THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE

PART I

OF A CONVERSATION WITH ANGELA DAVIS

This is a conlinuation of a taped
conversation with Angela Davis, on
February 25th, 1972, lwo days afier
her release on bond, Here, she dis-
cusses with Elaine Brown, Minister
of Information of the Black Panther

Party, the issue of women's libera-
tion:

ELAINE: Let us move on, now, to
another idea. Of course, the struggle
in this country that has become Xnown
as the Women’s Liberation Movement
was in existence prior to your in-
carceration. [ would say, however,
that during those 16 months that you’ve
been in jail, that the Women's Libera-
tion Movement has, in fact, gained
some momentum, and certainly much
more notice from rthe press, and is
more in the public eye, Naturally,
because you are a well-known person,
because you are involved in the
struggle of oppressed people to be
liberated, because you are an active
participant in that struggle, and be-
cause you are a woman, a lot of peo-
ple want to know your opinions about
the Women’s Liberation Movement,
or let’s say your opinions on the re-
lations of women, especially Black
women, to the entire society, interms
of their function inthe society, to pro-
ducrion, whatever. Perhaps, you
could elaborate on your thoughts on
the whole concept of the Women’'s
Liberarion Movement and what you
feel about that Movement in relation
to Black women, what you feel about
‘the whole question of women in the
struggle, those kinds of things. -

ANGELA: The Women’s Liberation
Movement raises some interesting
and important questions, During the
last few months, [ have been trying
to come to grips with issues sur-
rounding the Women's Liberation
Movement inthis country, First of all,
I would draw a distinction between
women'’s liberation in a general sense
and the particular Women’s Libera-
tion Movement which we see today in
this country., Women’s liberationis
an extremely important element of
the broader revolutionary struggle.
However, I think that the way in which
women’s liberation has been pro-

jected in this country has tended to

1-—:‘ o

’ﬁ'
B e

W
oy

=t 1 ' R

«« First of all, I would draw a distinction between women’s liberalion

in a general sense and lhe pariicular Women’s Liberation Movement
which we see today in this country., Women’s liberation is an extremely
important element of the broader revolutionary struggle.”’

distort the real relationship of wo-
men’s liberation to the liberation of
all exploited and oppressed people,
Earlier, we were talking about the
way different areas of struggle inthe
Movement are isolated, The Women'’s
Liberation Movement is beset with the
same kinds of problems, Often, it
tends to pose women's liberation in
isolation from the Black and Brown
liberation® struggles and the struggle
of working people in general,

[ can start by making a few com-
ments on what [ feel is the pre-
dominant tendency in the Women's
Liberation Movement today. (And,
this isn’t to say that there aren’t
groups of women who are moving in
what 1 would consider a correct poli-
tical direction,) The Women's
Liberation Movement is almost ex-
clusively white, Its predominant
ideological direction is based on the
notion that women are oppressed by
men., This, 1 think, is the basic
fallacy of the Women’s Liberation
Movement in this country. They see
the struggle as being one between
males and females, Consequently, the
fact that women’s oppression today
originates from the capitalist system

is frequently lost from view.

Not long ago, I was reading a col-
lection of essays from the Women’s
Liberation Movement, The preface
to that book contends that the most
significant contribution of the Wo-
men's Liberation Movement to the re-
volutionary movement has been to
recognize that the oppression that all
people experience is ultimately re-
ducible to the oppression of women
by men, Therefore, they say, when
you talk about racism, imperialist
wars and capitalist exploitation, you

"are talking in the final analysis about

male supremacy.

Perhaps, we can attempt to explain
why the women’s movement has em-
erged in this way, All of us know that
women have been excluded from
participating in the activities which
are necessary for the maintenance of
this society - the labor process,
political rule, etc, Women have been
excluded not only from all these
fields, but also from the movement
which is challenging the political and
economic arrangements in this

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ANGELA DAVIS,
A BLACK WOMAN
IN THE

LIBERATION
STRUGGLE

PART I OF A
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CONVERSATION WITH
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ANGELA DAVIS

““T think the historical conditions of Black people have given rise to
a different set of relations between men and women, if you compare
this with the corresponding relations among while people.”

CONTINUED FRCM LAST PAGE

country. [ would think that in many
cases when women - particularly
white women - became aware of the
existence of male supremacy - when
they begin to see that the inferiority
imposed upon women is ideological
and does not reflect any kind of in-
nate inferiority, this is the firsttime
that many of them have a conscious
and immediate experience of op-
pression, This is something they can
relate to directly; something, they can
gee and feel, The problem is that in
many cases they do not relate the
oppression theyexperienceas women
to other modes of oppression, Often
they do not evaluate the oppression
of women within the context of an
immense system of oppression, [n-
stead, they frequently say that
women's oppression has existed
throughout human history - for
thousands and thousands of years.
Then they incorrectly infer that the
present oppression of women is_uq-
related to capitalism, Rather it 15
supposed o be a product of men s

tudes toward women an*d women's
':-.E:tét':ptance of male authority, There-

e R e —

fore much of the thrust of the wo-
men’s movement has psychological
contours. It calls upon individuals to
change without recognizing that in-
dividuals cannot be fully trans-
formed until the system which per-
petuates the oppression of women is
overturned and transformed.

The oppression of women is
structurally built in to present day
capitalism, It aids capitalism to
maintain itself, Women cannot be fully
liberated unless/until all oppressed
people are liberated from capitalism,
If this is not acknowledged, the wo-
men's movement will remain largely
irrelevant to the broader revolu-
tionary struggle, Most important,
perhaps, it will remain irrelevant to
the needs of Black women, Chicano
women, Puerto Rican women, Native
American women and all women of
color...

ELAINE: And even poor white wo-
men...

ANGELA: Yes, and poor white women,
certainly, Black women and other op-

ST
AC
‘.. _..'

pressed women, women of colo;
poor, working-class white Women are

L]

becoming increasingly CcONsClouSof
the tremendous social PI'U]J]. ik ;'_-EI‘-_::E
America tgda'jf_ TI'IE}' are -;,r,!r;ﬁ_-:-:.
increasingly aware that racism, eco-
nomic deprivation, wars of ag
gression are problems which demand
radical solutions. At the same time,
they realize that they are also op-
pressed as women, Women of color
and working-class women are theres
fore in the best position to see all
these forms of oppression as inter-
twined. =
Having voiced my objections and
criticisms of the predominant
directions of the Women’s Liberation
Movement, | should point out hat
there are an increasing number of
groups of women of color: there is,
for instance, the Third World Wo-
men’s Alliance in New York; there
are Black women who are getting to-
gether all over the country, I've ‘8-
ceived letters from many, young
Black sisters - of high school age,
sometimes even of junior high school
age - who have written me about their
efforts to form women's groups to =
struggle around issues that involve
women, These very same kindsofis-»
sues can also point up the fact of*
racism, point up the fact of economic:
exploitation, so that you have the
whole problem of women's oppression
placed within the context of a brogder
struggle., In this way, it is not {so- f
2

lated as a problem of women VS,
m':nl

Men are also affected by male ™
supremacy; men are also oppressed =
by male supremacy, in the same sense
that not all white people benefit from
racism, They are victims of a racist
social arrangement themselves, be=
cause it gives the ruling class the
leverage to further oppress them, In
the same way, male supremacy has
given the ruling class the leverage

not only to oppress women, but also
to further oppress men,

[ think this is very clear when you
talk about Black men and Black
women, We have a very special prob-"
lem to deal with, because the official =
ideology in this country tries to con-
vince us that Black women are in-
veterate matriarchs, and that Black
women are always trying to seizethe
reins, or whatever power we can
achieve, from Black men, Moynihan
(former Presidential advisor Daniel
Moynihan), of course, was the one who
articulared this for Washington, D.C.,
and for the whole government admin-
istration, That has confused a lot of
Black people; it has confused a lot of
Black men; and has also confused &
lot of Black women. I think the his=
torical conditions of Black people

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE al.

r



THE, BLACK PANTHER INTE

'E

i)

”Wmf:en cannot be fully liberated unless/until all ﬂpﬁréssed people
are liberated from capitalism...Women of color and working-class
women are therefore in the best position to see all these forms of

oppression as interiwined,”’

ANGELA DAVIS,
A BLACK WOMAN

IN THE LIBERATION
STRUGGLE

PART i

OF A CONVERSATION
WITH ANGELA DAVIS

CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE

have given rise to a different set of
relations between men and women, if
you compare this with the correspon-
ding relations among white people,

White men have generally been led

to see their wives as toys - not as

creative, productive human beings.

White women have been largely ex-

cluded, until recently, from thelabor

force, Black women, on the other

~hand - and this dates all the way
back to slavery - have been forced

to go outside the home, to leave the

domesric arrangement and work for

the survival of our families and our

communities, The difference, I think

between the situation of white women

and the situation of Black women in

this country today is that there is a
degree of equality as between

‘Black men and Black women, Actu-
ally, this is a caricature of equality,
. because it's an equality which
emerged historically as a result of

the equal oppression of Black men
and women, Dating back to slavery,
Black women have always been eco-
nomically oppressed, in the sense of
having to go out and work just as
hard and just as long and just as
intensely as Black men.

ELAINE: Then, one reason why the
Women's Liberation Movement has
developed into a sort of ‘‘middle-
class, white women’s thing’’, so to
speak, is that, as you've said, the
white woman has been, all along, the
toy of the white man; she has been
objectified by him, just become,
maybe, an art object or something,
and not much more than that, More
importantly, she has had no relation
to the production in the society; she
has not been a laborer at all, In°
fact, when one considers the function
of a human being in a social system -
up until some point at which tech-
nology may change all of that - the
very question of people in relation
to the society as a whole, the in-
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dividual relation to society as a whole,
is measured by their productive out-
put, In other words, you produce
for your needs, or the society’'s needs,
of course, depending upon the go-
verning power's distribution method,
What you will receive will depend on
that distribution method, (If you live
in China, then, of course, you will
receive distribution according to a
fundamentally socialist economic
system; whereas, of course, in a
capitalist society, or in the United
States, an imperialist society, ac-
cording to the needs of the ruling
circle or the bourgeoisie,) However,
the white woman, in this society, has
actually nothing to do with any of
it, In other words, she has a some-
what vicarious relation to the society
in general. So, [ think that when a
sort of trend became evident in this
society, for example, as Black people
vanguarded a strike for recognizing
our humanity, saying we are human
beings, we’'re Black and beaurtiful,
in those terms, then, of course,
there was Brown and beautiful, and
red and beautiful...

ANGELA: Let me just say one thing,
Elaine, about the white woman's re-
lationship to labor, Actually, it isnot
entirely true that white women have
had no relationship to the process of
production, It is true, of course, that
white women have been largely
isolated in the domestic realm. As

a rule, they have not gone out to
face the brutal realities of capitalist

compertition, However, depending on
what the economic needs of the ruling
class are, women will and have been
brought into the labor force, They
have been used also in order to break
the ability of the labor movement to
challenge the capitalist class; that is
to say, women have been used as
strikebreakers and scabs,..

ELAINE: But, not this particular
group of women that has evolved into
the Women’s Liberation Movement,
That’s why | was thinking more of
the ““middle class’’ woman, thatpar-
ticular woman has been isolated to the
greater extent; and that is why I
think this particular movement has
moved the way it has, because of
the sudden surge intheneed of every-
one to feel his or her humanity, and
the sudden realization on the part of
that group of people, the white woman
who has been the ‘‘homemaker”, to
feel her humanity, There isn’t any-
thing else for her to understand,
because she has no relation to the
economy other than through her hus-
band, or through her man, or however
she wants to phrase that, It is not
sufficient, even for this white, “‘mid-
dle class" woman, As Black people
began our new thrust with Black and
beautiful, as an expression of real-
izing our humanity, and then Brownis

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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beautiful, and sc on, we've Come to
another stage. | think that can ba
accepiably atated st thig polnt, that
we have reached another level in our
growth, in our development as a part
of oppressed people. We have come
Ilt:l realize, of course, thar the answer
8 not just w say that I'm Bl
and beautiful, This does not mfn:u
that 1, in any woy, belleve thar the
Women's Liberation Mavement will
eventually grow and develop, as the
“'Hlack Fower Maovement"' grew and
developed, because Black peaple exist
under sconomlc oppression, as well
48 racist oppression, Intermingled,
Whereas the white woman invalved,

Huey F. Wawion, Servesi of the Pueple,
Leader of the Black Pomther Party

veloped o any degree, that the Wo-
men’a Liberation Movement will pro-
gress; from s pregsent direction, and

place the liberation of women in
proper perspective, asdid the **Black
Power Movement'*: for we hove ax-
perienced our growrth due e the VELY
nature of our class poaition, our 0=
prefsed economic condition in the
society, which is not roowed In, s

you say, an ideological or culpural
baas,

AMGELA: The problam with the pre-
-;:-:_rml.na.n: tendencies of the '-h';rrm;'
Liberation Movement, ag You oy l!I
that the class cont =y Ll

Fal

Herelst Tobman

| .

] “ -""
Vo 1

4q

has experienced, bur it is a subsi-
IJ-I.].I!'!,-' form of oppression, Thiz |s088 |
of the contradictions wichin the rulis
class, When vou move from the bouf=
geoisie, per se, down from the rullog
class, through the middle classes, |
down to the working classes, thenth
whole spectrum becomes a com-
I"'||:"I!:’.‘|.:,' differsne lhiTlg. Thig srems
from the fact that working-class wo-
men have been oppressed in the sens®
that they have been overwhelmingly
'?It‘lu-ﬂ-e-d [Tl_:rn the E"q_l.lﬂl p[l.rt11-':1-F'~|'j":'“
in the productive apparatus, Thishes
occurred precisely at a rime When
capltalism has advanced to the point
where women can make practically

duction, The ideclogical, cultural as-
pect has w do with many other things,
the [act that women are considersd
innately inferior, etc. This has been
necesAArY In order to susrain an o=
oressive set of economic and political
circumstances. That family that
we're talking about, the family in
which the woman is contained (the
white woman who {8 potentally a white
woman worker) also serves toisolate
her man from the workir class
movement, Capitalism needs  family
which, becausge of the emotion: | saris-
facton it offers, cushions and miti-
gates the oppression which unfolds
outgide the home, It nesds a family
wgetherness which acts as a re-
placement for solidarity through
struggle, Whereas family together-
ness should promote and complement
the togetherness of struggle, the
family which prevails under capl-
talilsm often tends to isolate both
men  and women {rom struggle,
Women, of course, are the very on-
chor of family life, Thisizsone reason
why the capitalist systam thrives on
the oppression of women,

It's a very, very complex pro-
blem, which the Women"s Liberation
Movement, Inmy opinion, hesnot ade-
quately dealt with. | think that there
ig, there exisis a tremendous re-
volutionary potential among women -
particularly women of color and
working women, But thig potential is
by no means renlized by the present
Women's Liberation Movementin this
country,

ELAINE: | want o talk about Black
women and men, and throw this out
o you, Ericka and 1, for example,
have talked a grear deal about a par-
ticular aspectof Black women's lives,
We wera talking about the relationship
betwesn the Black man and the Black
woman, Lot me say that usually things
are categorized in such a way that
the white man is at the top of some
specirum, followed by the white wo-
man, the Black man and the Black
woman, in some sort of chain of
command, Fromthis, a kindof equa-
tlon s drawn, the white man in
relationship to the white woman &s
the Black man s in relationship two
the Black woman, although at some
other level, That has been the general
situation that many have accepted,
based on the Women's Liberation

white woman and white man, As you
know, Georga. a. great deal
about the *‘sense’ of community”” and
the bullding of that sense of com-
munity, because of the fiact that Black
pecple in this country have been ali-
enated from the society and from any
sense of natlonhood or communiry,
because of the transplant, the histaric
transplant, and becalise we have no
real nitional culturé of land roots
which we can even direct or focus
our attention, from the past, During
the Institution, as it i5 called, the
“peculiar’™  Instiution - of charrel
slavery, although both suffered cer-
tainly greatly, and the Black woman
gulfered a8 greatly, ‘Bhall we zay,
as the Black man, [ would say that
there was fairly equal treatment, ex-
CEPL 1N One Benge, AS evervone knows
the Black woman was the breedsr of
many different men's bables, Al-
though this was o horsi ble exparience
which has still not been erpsed from
our people in the Sense that the pain
and all the suffering Is atill there,
there was still the woman's ax-
perience (from which many people
[alsely draw the rerm, matriarchy).
There was still a senseof communiry
gimply because the woman had the
children to take care of and there
wna that fealing that they ware her
children end there was a sense of
guiding them, of giving them someain-
formartion (or what you call an edu-
catlon na m how 1 make it

their lives = which is all esducation
is, it's just passad-on informarion
about how to survive, how to live),
OUn the other hand, the Black man,
genorally, during the peculiar institu-
tion (the chattel slavery period) was
shifted from pillar to post, from bed
to bed, [rom alave hut to slave hut,
with no real connectlon, noreal roots
{eucn thoiigh we know there were
marriagea and that some sort of a
sub, sub-culture existed, It was so
limfted, however, that it was prac-
tically non-existent, particularly in
relation to the dominant culture which
was all that wns left under the eir-
cumstances, after the forced trans-
plant,) The Black man was removed
from even that, slmply because he
was the one giving the children and
moving from place to place, Henever
really knew or had any real attach-
ment to any of those children or
any of those women or really any-
thing that could be called his, at
all, T don't know...We thought about
this idea and felt that's something

concluded, therefore, that if you walk
10 paces behind them and speak quietly
and don't let them know that you can
read and write, you will be restoring
what you have teken away - his ""man-
hood"’. Leatus translate this desparate
yearning, however absurdly trans-
lated during that period, For, thereis
4 question not of manhood so much
a8 there is of a human being's right
to something as Intangible as dignity,
I think that the Black man was stripped
of all dignity, and, in that sense
possibly suffersd more than the
woman, The point {s essentially that
pur sltuatlon, as Blacks, cannot

directly relate to the predicament

in which the white woman has dis-

covered herself,

ANGELA: It Is true that because of
the historical evolution of our op-
pression in this country, Black people
have galned a sense of community
and a sense of togetherness that can-
not be found among white people,
This, 1 think, is {llustrated by the
fact that wa have been calling each
other ‘‘brother’’ and ‘‘sister’ for a
long time, not just In the Movement,
biut on the streets, in church,,.There
fa 8 real sense of the manmner {n
which our oppression has bound us
all together,

During slavery, the Black manwas
practically rootless and often didn't
know who his children were or 1t he
Enew, ’
what would be considersd a family
life psccording b0 the standards of
the society as a whole, However,
this iz alsa true of Black women;
fou, while they were forced to play
the role of bremders, mothers Wars
also separated from their children,
Once they created the product that
the white slavemaster was going to
use in order to reap more profit,
they no longer had the right to relate
to this product as a son or daughter,
While the womin was almost in-
evitably the center of the domestlc
epvironment, it was often pot the wo-
man who was the mother of the
children who were arcund her, Some-
times it may have been an aunt, a
grandmother, Sometimes it may have
Jjust been a Black woman who had baen
aold away from her children or had
her children sold away from her,
Because of tha fact that women are
always & to tnke care of the
children and o clean the house and,

BNE {5 o : - T |
generally speaking, in the Women's lacking, Whar we ;m_‘" ‘E;’:]'l_““"'“r any contribution o production that 8 Movement concepts; that is, that {f that hasn’t besn hrought out enough, cook food, she was the natural center
Ll.hernn—{::} h::m“mm' has had no middle class whire 1""'E'Eﬂ|:r|'|l- 11-13 r:rr:.- man could make, .. the white woman 18 oppreased by the s 1% gfhtcltm only kind of community that
ComC w the soclety function Hom M gy woman 18 However, there's thou [Le) people could forge, |
or ‘ZT‘,PI concept of her ::Inriam;hi; the Wh?:llim:;:urgﬂ,;ﬂ:g 'L"h’;i*.'-'ur:?-:l :I!:Eumﬁ'mﬂﬂnl;‘t:; E::?E:::ppmﬂ::lm keep in m*lnr.l, in Hght of whatr I've l,-';l'= \ : -
to anything other than the man that pression, becsiss the _Imﬂl'll:?rjhl_- 4= ELAINE: For example, during the under the Black man, This often just said, In the beglnning of the so- ELAINE: But, do you think in
goen out and performa the tanks within teristlc of women's on Lharac- Second World War d chuses the tendancy AMONE mMAany o called Black Power Movement, there that even In the ¢ of an
the soclety. In fact, she has been the fact thar women hl'::':;r.';::;n iz not r ar,.. Nemrinst ol u;]getherf Black womnenand was o large thrust on the part of the aunt, or let’s say, . it
somewhat outside of the society, and have been set up op 4 I;E_‘l"n’:'f;J ANGELA: 1 think we should distn- white women can struggle against the Black man to make some impassioned pletely removed from the she
Therefors, | don't necessarily ba- Perhaps, this is the fg AL, common male oppressor. The situa- plea about how the Black woman had was raising, that the fnct of

Heve, | can't see that it has de-

'm of op-
presalon thot the bourgeoiais wnm:n

Bulgh betwesn the ideological project-
lon of thas oppression and the materi
basis for {t, The material basia hes

tons are certainly distinct, In the
cage of the relationship between the

.Eu"i "Il.l'ﬂ- ﬂh—t‘ EL] L ﬂ
o him-

how it is her fault that he

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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taking care of those children rooted
her to something to which the man was
never rooted? Of course, we know that
“ it was not done as a favor to women;
we recognize why it was done, We
recognize that it was only ‘‘natural®™
that the woman was the one to do such
things, because she is "‘supposed™
to; a man doesn’t do these kinds of
things. Somebody could say, there-

—fore, that the woman must have had a

_—_

“*softer”™ job, which is, of course,

absurd,

ANGELA: Yes, because that very
same woman was also out in the fields,
even when she hadtocarry her babies
with her, I recently wrote a paper
about Black women during slavery,
In my research, [ encountered in-
credible descriptions of the suf-
ferings that Black women had to bear,
For instance, there are the many
Black women who, despite the fact that
they werebreast-feedingtheir infants
would have to work in the fields toil-
ing just as hard and doing the same
kind of work that men were doing,
When they weren’t able to work at
the same pace as the men, the slave-
driver whipped them unmercifully,

ELAINE: Was this from ‘‘Life Under
the Peculiar Institution®"?

ANGELA: It came from E, Franklin
:Frazier's book on the Black Family,
Incidentally, 1 would not recommend
the book for its analytic perspective,
but there are, in that work, somere-
“vealing excerpts from a slave nar-
rative. One slave, for example, des-
cribes the Black woman who is not
able to keep up with the work that
everyone else is doing, because of the
pain resulting from her breastiilling
up with milk, He describes the over-
seer whipping her, the milk nd the

blood flying out, intermingled, Then
there was another brutal image
evoked by this same slave, When a
pregnant slave woman couldn’t keep
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t5 based on the notion that women are

oppressed by men., This, I think, is the
basic fallacy of the Women’s Liberation

Movement in this counilry.””

up, a8 hole was carved in the ground
s0 she could lie flat, her stomach
in the hole, In this humiliating pos-
ture, she would be flogged. The suf-
fering that the Black woman exper-
ienced during slavery isincalculable,
it transcends all limits of the imag-
ination.

Then, there was the other side of
the oppression that Black women ex-
perienced: this had to do with the
sexual oppression they experienced
at the hands of white men, Black wo-
men didn't breed with white men as
the fathers of their children because
they wanted to; they wereforced todo
this, Rape was an institutionalized
feature of the slave community, In
this light, [ do not think that we can
talk about degrees of oppression. [t
all was so incredibly ruthless.

ELAINE: What 1 was trying to get
to, more, was the idea that there was
more equal, as you’ve expressed, suf-
fering under the period of chattel
slavery, which has to have strongly
influenced our relations today, after
chattel slavery. By discussing the
role of the Black men, it was intended
that we might understand, correctthe
too-often-spoken of fallacy that the
Black woman was the root of the
Black man's oppression, resulting
in the present, worn-out notion of a
Black matriarchy, and accounting for
the Black man’s sense of loss, of dis-
associarion, On the other hand, this
was brought out to dispute the di-
visive theory that the Black woman
suffered some kind of double or worse
form of oppression, in relation to the
Black man, The point, 1 believe, is
clear: relatively equal suffering, op-
pression, We can assume, logically,
that this long era has greatly in-
fluenced our relations today and
should produce a strong and ne-
cessary unity of Black men and wo-
men that negates the images of the
presently dominant white Women’s
Liberation Movement, and is the ne-
cessary combination for all our
liberation...Perhaps you would speak
more on the present situation,

ANGELA: Let me make a few brief
remarks, [ think it is important to
understand what our present sit-
uation, as Black women, is all about.
During slavery, a very close com-
munity among Black people emerged,
a counter-community, a community of
resistance, The reason this com-
munity of resistance was able to
emerge is precisely because Black
women were able to contribute to all
forms of resistance and to stand next
to Black men and fight along with
Black men, This has to do with the
role the Black man played in the com-
munity, and the kind of central role
that Black women played, as you were
describing it., The domestic environ-
ment which was needed for the sur-
vival of Black People, elevated her
to the level where she could fight
alongside Black men in resisting
slavery. There hasn’t been that much
research done in this direction, but
["'ve discovered irrefutableindications
that Black women played an enormous
role in the slave revolts. However,
we know far less about Black slave

women who resisted slavery than we
know about Black men. Outside of
Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth,
virtually nothing has been written
about the contributions of Black wo-
men, Yet, Black women did resist
and historically there has been a
greater degree of equality between

Black women and Black men, If we
look at, say, the civil rights struggle
and look at Rosa Parks and look at
all the Black women who've made

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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gignificant contributions - Fannie Lou
jamer, Rosa Lee Ingram, and we
gould go on and on - 1 think Black
women have participated far more
eonsistently than white women in the
struggle against the oppression which
.’-'-_';_': j_'ﬁ 8 in this country. Recently
{meaning in the last 50 years), there
8 been a calculated attempt to ide-
';.“ og call}r transform that equality into
._--- that Black women stripped
ICK men of their dignity and of their
. nh pod, When you compare the kind
gfegualicy that did prevail in the Black
nunity to what exists inthe white
fmmunity, then it might appear that

because the Black woman has been
far stronger and more active, Black
Women dominate Black men. There-
e, [ think that one of the things
that we have to do today, as Black
Women, is expose those myths and
o expose the falsity of all of these
ms of Black matriarchs, emascu-
g Black females...

NE: Black Amazons...

: This myth is an attempt
10 ' the potential unity and po-
tia ravnlutiunary force that Black
' .. - Blaa:k women can unleash,

g together,

F.-:_':‘h‘l'li Let me ask a few more
iestions, changing the subject. Are
'-.";i'k now giving your support to any
particular Black political candidate in
“u- coming national elections?

1 _A: 1 think that Black political
dates are important, because
IBﬂﬂCt the stage that the Black
3 L;l‘;I!lI:ll‘ih&ll].'ua'.l:n: has reached, The fact
at we e have now a Ron Dellums in
“‘ ongress who campaigned with the
lefense of the Black Panther Party

”' of his platform, at the time
'when the Black Panther Party was

u

'.I_
. F
~ e
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“. . historically therve has been a greater
degvee of equality between Black women
and Black men... look at ROSA PARKS...
Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Lee Ingram,
and we cowld go on and on...””

subject to all of the wrath of the re-
pressive apparatus in the country,
that was a real achievement, In the
presidential elections, [ am giving my
support to a member of my Party -
the Communist Party - Jarvis Tyner,
who is running for the office of vice-
president, He is running together with
Gus Hall, the General Secretary of the
Party, who 1is our presidential
candidate this year.

ELAINE: Many people have denounced
the Chinese Communist Party as re-
visionist because they accepted Ri-
chard Nixon into China; whereas many
other people have denounced Richard
Nixon as being liberal, too liberal
in foreign policy, particularly, dueto
his request to visit China, as op-
posed to having received aninvitation,
However, since Nixon is now in China
and both of those things have come to-
gether in some sense, what are your
opinions in regard to this entire
matter: particularly, what do you
think about Nixon’s real intentions and
what do you think of the Chinese Peo-
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ple’s reception of him and so forth?

ANGELA: Well, I think the most im-

portant aspect of Nixon's visit to

China has been revealed to us by our

struggling sisters and brothers in

Indochina, The Vietnamese have

stated that what Nixon is attempting

to do, by scheduling this trip to China

at this time, is to deflect the at-

tention which would ordinarily be

focused on what's happening in Indo-

china right now; and, to attempt to

stifle the anti-war movement, by per-

suading the people in this country

that he’s changing his policy with
regard to Asia, He has said over and
over that the war in Vietmam is

winding down, but we know that just

because you take a few troops out and
replace them with bombers and all
kinds of technological warfare, this
doesn't mean the war is winding down,
I think that the National Liberation
Front in South Viemam and the North
Vietmamese have correctly analyzed
Nixon’s trip to China, as an effort to
sabotage the efforts of people all over
to end the war in Vietnam, by con-
fusing them. It would be hard for me
at this point to make any firm state-
ment about the reception of Nixon in
China, simply because 1've only read
a few articles in a newspaper here
and there, (I couldn’t even get a sub-
scription to a newspaper when 1 was
in jail; so, those came few and far
between,) | would say that it’s clear
that there are a number of changes
which are now occurring in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. What these
changes are and what the direction
of China is going to be, the political
direction, [ can't really say.

ELAINE: Since we are speaking of
changes, let me introduce another
idea, As you know, people have re-
cently said, and especially the press
has said, that there has been a split
in the Black Panther Party, into two
factions, We do not recognize what
they describe as a split at all. We
recognize that Eldridge Cleaver, the
former Minister of Information, de-
fected from the Black Panther Party,

last year, Some people began, how-
ever, because of bourgeois press in-
formation, to take sides, so to speak,
as to whether or notthey were talking
about the Eldridge Cleaver ‘‘faction’’
or the Huey Newton ‘‘faction", what
have you, I think that at this point
it would be important for your views
to be known on this issue.

ANGELA: [ think that quite a few
months ago, Huey said something to
the effect that the correct resolution
of contradictions can lead an organi-
zation, a movement to a higher level,

to a higher stage, As he stated, the
contradictions which existed werenot
between Eldridge Cleaver as an in-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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““The recent development of the Black Panther Parity has evinced a very

profound atiempl io seek out new means of involving the community, new
methods of bringing the commumity, the Black community onto the continuum

of Black Liberation and Revolution,””
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dividual and, say, Huey as an in-
dividual, and Bobby and David and you
and Ericka and so forth and so on,
but between the politics that Eldridge
Cleaver propounded and the politics
that is now represented by the Black
Panther Party. |think thatinits broad
contours, that contradiction was cor-
rectly resolved, 1 imagine that that's
what is meant by *‘the defection of El-
dridge Cleaver’. It is a question of
how you relate to Black people in
building a mass movement, This is
the basic difference, in my own op-
inion, berween the politics that El-
dridge Cleaver put forward and the
politics that the Black Panther Party
now propounds, That basic difference
has to do with the way in which you
build a revolution,

Eldridge said, of course, thar the
way in which you build a revolution
is by telling Black people to pick up
arms, It's very unclear what Black
people are supposed to do with arms,
once they pick them up,

Now, the correct political directdon

_-_.-._'_

of any revolution, as I see it, has to
be based on reaching people and in-
volving people, because any success-
ful and authentic revolution is always
going to have to express the needs of
the majority of the people, The re-
cent development of the Black Pan-
ther Party has evinced a very pro-
found artempt to seek out new means
of involving the community, new
methods of bringing the community,
the Black community onto the

continuum of Black Liberation and
Revolution,

There is one comment that [ would
like to make about Eldridge Cleaver,
something that ['ve said on many oc-
casions, I've often been asked why I
didn't flee this country, Eldridge, I
think you might almost say, is a fa-
tality of the movement: he is a vic-
tim of the repression that the ruling
circles have meted out to us, in
forcing him into exile, in the way in
which they did, They cut him off from
any further development. They cut
him off from Black people, They cut
him off from the movement here,
And, he was no longer able w see
what the concrete conditions of our
people in this country are, His vision

WITH ANGELA DAVIS

was completely distorted. They vir-
tually accomplished the same thing as
they would have, had they arrested
him, because they destroyed him asa
leader of Black people in this coun-

try.

T think we have to recognize that
the Black Liberation Movement has
gone through a number of stages over
the last decade. We've talked a great
deal about these changes this evening.
Stages in the Movement can always
be progressive, even Wwhere they
sometimes appear to be preventing
the Movement from developing
further. For instance, Black people
who, from the very beginning, recog-
nized the fallacy of nationalism as an
ideology (because nationalism isnt
an ideology) saw the Black Power
Movement as being a regressive
movement in revolutionary develop-
ment, In actuality, however, it be-
came a progressive stage, in the
sense that we learned that, first of
all, we had to develop a greater unity
among ourselves, As Black people we
had to assert our ability to lead not
only our people but to lead white
people in revolutionary struggle; and
no longer be led by them, Finally,
we transcended the narionalist era of
the Black liberation struggle, and
were able to take the productive ele-
ments of that era and integrate them
into something more progressive, and
something more effective at this era,
Eldridge couldn’t see that and hisde-
velopment was completely arrested.
When it was arrested, it becamedis-
torted, and he began to talk a lot of
nonsense,

NOTE: Last week, we promised that
Comrade Angela Davis would speak
abowt Comrade George Jackson, Field
Marshal of the Black Panther Party.
Due lo legal technicalities and the
lengih of that section of theconversa-
tion, we werewnable to carry Angela’s
discussion on the contribution of
George Jackson lo the sirwggie to
liberate all mankind, This im-depth
-:_Hsc-ussiﬂﬂ will appear in a future
issue¢ of the Black Panther nter-
communal News Service,

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE




HARLEM FOUR’S
LIVES STILL

PENDING

ATTORNEY CONRAD LYNN
DESCRIBES LEGAL TRICKS USED
TO ILLEGALLY HOLD
BROTHERS FOR 8 YEARS.

CONTINUED FROM PACE 2

decision in this case has yet to
be reached, After the last hung
jury, a bail for each of the bro-
thers was set at $75,000, On
March 8th, 1972, the judge will
announce whether the case is to
be dismissed or new trial procead-
ings to be started,

In a recent interview, Brother
Lynn related a lirtle about the long
ordeal that has brought the case to
this point. In that interview, he
‘described how the State worked so
hard to keep the brothers out of
touch with anyone outside, that not
eéven one picture has been taken of
‘any of them since their original
‘arrest: ‘‘Back in 1964, they (the
police) took mug shots of them and
ﬂmse.- were the only pictures re-

: Nobody could take any pic-
ures: their mothers, their counsel,
*nﬂﬂpaper men; in court, out of
‘court, or in jail, No pictures were
':.:-.';_'”"-- taken. Now we believe

:_' because the 14th Amendment
| ..."j that each person is entitled
) the equal protection of the law,
ow if they were wealthy, they
gould make the $75,000 bail that
dey’re on; then they could get out
would have their pictures

.. I think the judge should be
removed from the bench, and I don’t
mind saying that, He was so unfair
to those four dejendanis.”’

raken when they were out on bail,
They would have their pictures in
the newspapers., Their pictures
would look much better than these
mug shots of ‘criminals’ they had
when they were 16 or 17 years

NP 'I'
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old, after they were arrested, be-
cause it is true that a person who
has a mug shot in a prison looks
like a ‘criminal’ if you put his
picture in the paper; whereas, if
he's out of jail, then he doesn’t
look like a ‘criminal' when he
appears in a newspaper, So there
is a basic distinction between a man
who has money and a man who has
no money. A man who has no money
cannot get the privilege of having
a picture, giving a fair representa-
tion of himself to the public. That’s
just one thing,”’

In regardto a question concerning
the various ways the defendants’
rights had been violated, Brother
Lynn said: *‘,..There were many,

many errors at the trial, They
were not just errors; in my opinion

they were deliberately defiant
breaking of the law by the judge.
Now, for example, there were two
letters written by Barbara Wright,
Barbara Wright was supposed to
have been in the drugstore next to
Mrs, Sugar’s clothing store - Mrs,
Margaret Sugar, the woman the
defendants were supposed to have
murdered - at the very time that
the murder happened. She and her
sister were supposed to have run
out and seen the defendants running
by. 5o, they were used as the prin-
cipal witnesses, We received let-
ters that Barbara Wright wrote in
that same month to her girl friend;
and those letters indicated that she
was in a home for girls up in the
Bronx (New York),

‘‘Now we know that under the
law, the judge should have let us
insert those letters as evidence,
because it would show she wasn’t
there, She said in the letter, writ-
ten April 19th (and remember the
murder happened April 29th), she
said in the letter, ‘Il hope to get
out of here by summer,” Then,
in the second letter (which was not
written until that December), she
said to the girl, ‘They won't let
me out of herel’ This is the same
girl, She is writing from the same
place! Now, that is some evidence

that she wasn't in that drugstore,
She was up in that home where
she couldn’t come from, [ asked
her on the witness stand, ‘Were
you permitted to leave the place
where you were ?° And she said,
‘No’. Now the judge refused to,
present those letters as evidence,
He would not let us show those let-
ters to the jury. Now [ think that
was a terrible imjustice to these
brothers. They had a ﬂght to have
anything she tzxad written ut in
evidence, to show that she wasn’t
telling the truth on the Wwitness
stand; because if she had been in

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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there all the time from April 19th
down to December 19th, she couldn’t
have been in that drugstore at the
April 29th incident, But the judge
barred that, As a matter of fact,
the judge instructed to hold me in
contempt of court, because [ insis-
ted on telling the jury those letters
existed, He had told me not to tell
the jury., He not only barred us
from putting these letters in evi-
dence, he didn’t want us to even
mention that there were any such
letters written, And 1 insisted on
telling the jury that, But, someone
else pointed out that | was the only
Black lawyer there and [ was the
only one he was holding in contempt
of court, So he just lifted the order
of contempt, because he didn’t want
to be charged with racial prejudice,

‘““Things like this happened all
through the trial. Always, the judge
decided any issue against the defen-
dants. Every issue, nomatter what
it was, he always decided against the
defendants, So we knew that the srate
was determined to have a conviction,

““One other thing happened, which

[ ralked about on lanne &

local station 1n NeWw T«

the judge, on the day we were sup-
]"-n:.-.:.-i to have rl ' . i .

the judge would not let th

dants, the f

into the courtroom. Now he had them
down in a little tiny cell, one flight
below, in a little tiny cell about 8’
by 10'., They had to spend the
entire day there, while their case
was being determined, their fate
was being determined, and they
couldn’t come in, We consider that
a most insulting violation of their
rights, That was treating them like
animals, The law does provide that
when a defendant, when the question
of his bail or his release is being
considered, he is supposed to be in
court, He might not even agree with
some of the things we say, Hehasa
right to tell hislawyer, ‘1don’t want
you to say that’; or, he might want
you to add something, He has a
right to consult with his lawyer dur-
ing the argument of his case. But,
the judge refused to let them up
there, Now [ think the judge should
be removed from the bench, and |
don’t mind saying that, He was so
unfair to those four defendants, [t
was like he was handling a case of
slaves, In the years when they tried
is true that they didn't

glaves, it

2 I0OIT1 WHET

bench ..."”’

After eight years of unjustimpri-
sonment and three hung juries, the
Harlem Four are returningtocourt
on March 8th, to see if the absurd
charges against them will finally be
dismissed, Eight years of these
Brothers’ lives have been cruelly
snatched away from them, for anact
they did notcommit, For those same
eight years, there has been the great
suffering borne by their respective .
families, Brother Conrad Lynn, in
coming to the Harlem Four's de-
fense, has found that not only has
he had to combat the prosecuting
attorney in the case, but also a
racist judge bent on a conviction,

We are punished by the Stale for
defending liltle children, \

——— !
in addition to sensationalist lies
on the part of the reactionary
press, However, it is because of
the dedicated work of people like
Conrad Lynn that on March 8th
the bitter struggle that has been
waged in the courtroomi may culmi-
nate in relative freedom for the
Harlem tour, ‘release to the
cannot be known, What

' Tnat eventuglly thepower

Ul /manifest| itself

e wil
: politics| prison-

|..|.\_: !1 ]
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10 ;000 FREE BAGS
OF GROCERIES

(WITH CHICKENS IN EVERY BAG)
WILL BE GIVEN AWAY. AT THE

BLACK COMMUNITY SURVIVAL CONFERENCE

~ MARCH 29, 1972
" MARCH 30, 1972
MARCH 31, 1972

& £ sossY !
B scale |

CHAIRMAN
OF THE
BLACK

PARTY

RON

CALIFORNIA
CONGRESSMAN

)

L

-

Ll hi‘
=

lllllll BOND,

l'!ﬂlill STATE SENATOR

LLOYD BARBEE,

-;1. ISCONSIN STATE ASSEMBLYMAN

"I ATHER EARL NEIL,

ST. AUGUSTINE EHSiﬂPll CHURCH

PANTHER ¢

DELLUMS ¢

2% FRICKA |

: ,\a SPHUGGINS
. BLACK
ey : PANTHER ¢
¢ PARTY

Oakland Auditorium 10th St. OAKLAND, CALIF.
Greenman Field 66th Ave. (Near East 14ih)

San Pablo Park 2800 Park St. (at Oregon) BERKELEY, CALIF.

ORGANIZING

NEVER BEEN

DONE BEFORE!'!

. JUST LIKE YOU HAVE THE RIGHT

. 10 VOTE, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO -\,
i EAT. TOGETHER WE GAN ACHIEVE ;28

ALL OUR RIGHTS. FOR THREE

DAYS THERE'LL BE FREE FOOD, ~

i FREE SICKLE CELL ANEMIA |
| TESTS, POLITICAL SPEAKERS |

| AND ENTERTAINMENT.

10,000
SICKLE CELL
ANEMIA TESTS

SPEAKERS -

o SISTER JOHNNIE TILLMAN +

NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, WELFARE RIGHTS ORGANIZATION
o DARMY BAILEY,

IHIIH.E\' CITY COUNCILMAN

o DONALD WILLIAMS,

HEI:IIE.ll AUTHORITY DH SICKLE CELL ANEMIA

o IRA SIMMONS,

o MARSHA MARTIN,

STI.HJEHT BODY PRESIDENT, MILLS COLLEGE

REGISTER TO VOTE FOR SURVIVAL

-!nl FURTHER INFORMATION AT CONFERENCE, CONTACT THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY,CENTRAL HEADQUARTERS, 1048 PERALTA STREET,
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA CALL (415) 465-5047

BERKELEY CITY COUNCILMAN

o REVEREND CHARLES KOEN,

BLACK UNITED FRONT, CAIRO, II.I.IHUIS

o J0DY ALLEN,

{HlIIHlH OF THE B.S.U., llHH‘ COLLEGE

(DOORS OPEN AT 500 P.M.)
OAKLAND, CALIF.

(1200 PM.)
(1200 PM.]

| | PEOPLE'S ENTERTAINMENT |
BLACK POLITICAL | |
POWER LIKE IT’S

THE
PERSUASIONS

RECORDING ARTISTS

o ARTHUR EVE,

® MEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLYMAN |

|

| #
|
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HILLIARD FROM THE CALIFORNIA PRISON
A RETRIAL JURY OF HIS PEER-GROUP.

ﬂ-

WE THE PEOPLE, RESIDENTS OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY, IN THE SPIRIT OF REVOLUTIONARY

INTERCOMMUNALISM, DO HEREBY REDRESS OUR GRIEVANCE AND PETITION THE COURTS OF
AMERICA AND THE CALIFORNIA STATE GOVERNMENT AND PAROLE BOARD: THAT DAVID HILLIARD
BE RELEASED FROM HIS PRISON INCARCERATION IN THE CALIFORNIA PENAL SYSTEM TO THE
PEOPLE OF OUR COMMUNITIES ON PAROLE OR AN APPEAL BAIL BOND,

BROTHER DAVID HILLIARD, POLITICAL PRISONER AND CHIEFOFSTAFF OF THE BLACK PANTHER
PARTY, WAS IN FACT WRONGFULLY CONVICTED ON FALSE:CHARGES BY A PREDOMINATELY
WHITE RACIST JURY, AS ALL MEMBERS OF THE OAKLAND BLACK COMMUNITY WERE SYSTEMA-
TICALLY ELIMINATED FROM THE JURY SELECTION PROCESS IN HIS TRIAL,

IN LIGHT OF THESE FACTS, WE THE UNDERSIGNED, THEREFORE PETITION THAT DAVID HILLIARD
BE GRANTED HIS HUMAN AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, THAT IS, PAROLE FROM PRISON OR AN
APPEAL BAIL BOND BY THE AMERICAN COURTS PENDING APPEAL OF HIS CASE BEFORE HIGHER
COURTS, AND THAT HIS RETRIAL JURY BE OF HIS PEERS, A TRUE REPRESENTATION OF A CROSS
SECTION OF THE COMMUNITY,

IF IN THE

US.A.

NAME ADDRESS CITY/ STATE/ ZIP CODE COUNTRY Y m*r_n_
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RETURN ALL PETITIONS TO BLACK PANTHER PARTY CENTRAL HEADQUARTERS

'I. ' R ——— Y 1048 PERALTA STREET 0OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA B () e ——

PEOPLE’S PETITION

FOR IMMEDIATE PAROLE OF BROTHER DAVID
SYSTEM OR AN APPEAL BAIL BOND WITH
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